SEMINAR AGENDA

Title: 

Balkans, mirror of Europe: Nationalisms – War – Peace - Migrations.

Date / time / place: 

Thursday 7 November 2002 / 17:30-20:30 / Fortress da Basso, Florence

Co-organisers / Contact Persons:

· Initiative for a Greek Social Forum / Contact person: Mr. Spyros Psaroudas (E-mail: psaroudas@arcturos.gr, daytime tel: +30 310 555920, fax: +30 310 553932).

· South East Europe Social Forum / Contact person: Mr. Andrej Grubacic (E-mail: zapata@sezampro.yu, tel: +381 11 634130, Mobile: +381 64 1408666).

· Observatory on the Balkans / Contact person: Mr. Emiliano Bertoldi (E-mail: trentino.serbia@libero.it, tel: +39 0461 231346, Mobile: +39 329 2215180).

In co-operation with: 

· Tavolo trentino con la Serbia (Italian Network of Supporters of the Local Democracy Agency of Central and Southern Serbia) 
· ICS (Italian Consortium of Solidarity)
· Initiative for Economic Democracy (IED) – FR Yugoslavia
· Federation of Greek Bank Employees Unions (OTOE) - Greece
General objectives of the seminar:

· Deepening Conferences issues (relevant to all Conferences: “Globalisation and liberalism”, “War and Peace”, and “Rights / Citizenship / Democracy”).

· Presentation of contemporary data, analysis, understanding.
· Seeking common alternatives, exchange of information and experience between participants.

Main objective of the seminar:

· Contribution to the establishment / enlargement of European and Balkan networks for a “just and lasting peace in the Balkans”, and for “defending social and political rights in the Balkans”. Emphasis will be given to networking between social organisations, grass root initiatives, and associations of workers or student unions.
Questions for discussion:

1. Role of nationalisms, European and global institutions in the 90’s Balkan wars – What movements and citizens should do to achieve a just and lasting peace.
2. Economic and social problems in the Balkans. Role of European and global institutions – Reality and necessities, common alternatives
Working languages / Interpretations:

· Main working language will be the English.

· Interpretation will be provided also to and from three additional languages: 1) Serb-Croatian, 2) Greek, and 3) Italian.

Please see next page for timetable / plan of the seminar
Timetable / Plan of the seminar:

	17:30-17:45
	Introduction by the organisers. 
	Moderators (Spyros PSAROUDAS and Andrej GRUBACIC).

	17:45-17:55
	Overcoming the effects of war among the peoples in Yugoslavia.
	Representative of the “Women in Black”, Belgrade

	17:55-18:05
	Conscientious Objection Contribution to the Peace Question in the Balkans.
	Yiannis GLARNETATZIS, Vice-President of the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection

	18:05-18:15
	Migrants of poverty, migrants of war, trafficking.
	Sissy VOVOU, “Initiative for a Greek Social Forum”

	18:15-18:25
	Economic restructuring, alternatives for the economies in transition.
	Catherine SAMARY, University Paris-IX Dauphine, ATTAC France.

	18:25-18:35
	Strengthening Trade Unions in the Balkans, as an alternative to decadence and involution.
	Alfons BECH, Responsible for cooperation with Balkan unions at the Peace and Solidarity Foundation of Comisiones Obreras – CCOO.

	18:35-18:45
	Trade unions attitude to privatisation.
	Dimitris TSOUKALAS, Vice president & Secretary for International Relations of OTOE (Federation of Greek Bank Employees Unions)

	18:45-18:55
	Local development and local self-government in the Balkans as an answer to globalisation.
	Michele NARDELLI (Osservatorio sui Balcani).

	18:55-19:05
	Psychological / “transitional” problems, coping capabilities and quick changes among Women’s identity in Balkans, with special accent on Black market philosophy and NGO lifestyle.
	Lidija VASILJEVIC, BA Psychologist, Psychodrama Therapist; Activist in AWIN, IED, Ecological Initiative “Artemis”.

	19:05-19:55
	Interventions: Information and reports from movements, grassroots initiatives, networks or unions of Balkan countries. Responses and comments on speeches.
	Participants specified prior to the day of the seminar*, and participants that will ask for that during the seminar (approx. 3-5 minutes each one, depending on the total number of interventions).

	19:55-20:15
	Responses on interventions and written questions.
	Moderators and Speakers

	20:15-20:30
	Conclusions.
	Moderators and Rapporteurs


* Interventions already requested:

· Iosif ABRAMSON, representative of Alternatives (Russia)
· Sonila Gogu (BalkanSunFlowers Albania): Experience gained by an Albanian NGO supporting refugees from Kosov@. 
· Thanassis Tzioubas (Greek delegation, Thessaloniki): Humanitarian and development aid in the Balkans, the role of states and of NGOs.
· Michalis Moutoussis (Conscientious Objector, Greece): “Demilitarisation from internal and foreign armies”.
· Zoran Petakov (Student, Belgrade) and Nikos Nikissianis (Student, Thessaloniki): Brief reports on the students and other youth movements in Serbia and Greece, respectively.
· Danijela Stanojevic (Croatian delegation): Global solidarity movement in Croatia and Slovenia.
· Representative of the Feminist Group of Thessaloniki, Greece.

